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Creating PDFs in the Quark Xpress 8.1 
with the built-in export filter

1. Setting Quark Preferences
The PDF export filter built into Quark does not create a clean, 
reliable PDF all of the time. If available, we recommend that you 
use Acrobat Distiller to create your PDFs. Use the built in export 
filter only if you don’t have the full version of Adobe Acrobat. 
To use the built in Quark engine to make PDFs, go into the 
Preferences under the Quark menu. Click on the PDF tab and 
select Direct to PDF.

2. Installing the Settings Files
Download the J.S. McCarthy Quark export settings from our 
website. These are special files designed to allow live transpar-
ency, older settings files will not work. The settings file is com-
pressed in the .zip format and will need to be decompressed 
before using.

Quark 8.1 export settings:
http://www.jsmccarthy.com/downloads/pdf/JSM_PDF-QXP81.zip

To install the correct Quark export styles go into the Edit menu 
and choose Output Styles. In the Output styles menu click on the 
Import button and navigate to and pick the JSM HiJPG-QXP81 
output style you downloaded. This will add a new PDF output 
style to your export menu. 

3. Exporting the PDF file
Open your file and choose “Export -----> Layout as PDF from the 
File Menu. 

Under the PDF Style Menu choose the JSM-HiJPG81 style. Pick 
a name and location and click the Save button to save your file 
as a PDF. After your PDF has been saved be sure to open it and 
check it carefully.
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